
   

 

CATHEDRAL OUTREACH 
Contact Nick Herman at (586) 221-3402 or hermann@ccsem.org 

 
Our Daily Bread Partner: When offices are open, a bag lunch will be given to anyone who comes to the Cathedral from the community 
asking for it. "Our daily bread" partners will make the sandwiches or donate food to be included in bag lunches. 
Sandwiches can be made at home and delivered to the Cathedral or they can be made at the Cathedral if/when supplies are provided by 
the partners. 
 
Bag Lunch Delivery Specialist: To ensure that lunches are always fresh, once a week the leftover bag lunches will be delivered to 
neighbors in need in the community. Volunteers will gather bag lunches from the Cathedral and take them to the folks at local bus stops, 
parks, and housing units - combating hunger and sharing joy within our community. 
 
Clothing Pantry Volunteer: The Cathedral will have socks, underwear, white t-shirts on hand to be given out to the neighbors in need. 
Volunteers are needed to organize clothing, check the inventory, and gather supplies from our community partners, Catholic Charities & 
St. Aloysius. 
 
Hot Meal Outreach Volunteer: Food will be grilled out in front of the Cathedral and cheerfully handed out to anyone who asks for it. 
Chairs and tables will be set up out front for people to eat at. Extra food will be distributed to neighbors in the community. Volunteers are 
needed to set up, cook the food, provide a welcoming and hospitable environment, clean up, and take the extra food to our neighbors in 
need. 
 
Giving Tree Volunteer: Items will be collected for the needs of our neighbors, St. Al’s Neighborhood Services, and the Center for the 
Works of Mercy. Volunteers are needed to make the trees and tags and replenish tags once they have been taken. 
 
Mitten Tree Volunteer: Hats and gloves are hung on a Christmas Tree. Volunteers are needed to ensure there is still room on the trees 
for donations to be received, take inventory of what is received, move excess hats and mittens to storage with our community partners. 
 
Adopt a Family: Families/groups from the Cathedral will sponsor families in need for Christmas. Volunteers are needed to sponsor fami-
lies, coordinate family matches,  manage donations and distributions, and connect with or recommend families in need.   
 
Parish Nursing: In partnership with St. Aloysius, we will host quality health events at the Cathedral. Volunteers who are medical and 
mental health professionals interested in participating in this ministry to contact Nick Herman for more details. 
 
 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE 
Contact Mark Garascia at 248-515-3121 or garascia.mark@aod.org 

 
Special Projects Volunteer:  Assist Project Manager with tasks associated with various projects at the Cathedral.  Examples include 
contacting vendors about estimates, quotes, orders & delivery of products & services for various projects.  The position is primarily remote 
but may require interfacing with suppliers at the Cathedral for the above tasks. Help needed approximately 1-2 hours a week. 
 
Grant Writing Volunteer:  Assist staff Project Manager by searching for available grants for various projects and preparing/submitting 
applications.  The position is remote; access to internet is required.  Experience in grant writing helpful; some training provided.   

 

ENGAGEMENT 
Contact Marian Bart at 313-883-2869 or bart.marian@aod.org 

 
Adult Bible Study or Book Study Leader: Facilitate study of Scripture or a Catholic book. You and your group decide the topic and tim-
ing; we help with the resources, advertising, registration, and support. 
 
Spiritual Event Support: Help with any of the tasks involved in organizing, inviting, creating content, shopping, creating powerpoints, 
nourishing people, finding music, creating binders, and otherwise enacting retreats, pilgrimages, the Family of Parishes Mission., etc. 

OCIA Sponsor: Confirmed, mature, and warmly welcoming Catholics accompany those who are seeking and being formed for the sacra-
ments of initiation. Frequent attendance at the Monday evening classes and the Easter Vigil needed. 

OCIA Scripture Reflection Leader: During Lent, meet briefly after a Sunday Mass homily with the OCIA team to further reflect on the 
day's Scriptures. 

Communications:  Take great photos we can use in our media, write uplifting social posts, get trained to be a livestream assistant, write 
updates on our developing projects, garner involvement in our 'parishioner of the month' features, or tell me what your talent is and we'll 
go from there. 

Kiosk Maintenance: Once a month organize, inventory, wipe down, tag, and restock the book kiosk in the cloister hallway.   

Called and Gifted Interviewers: Invest in comprehensive training to become a qualified Called and Gifted facilitator and interviewer. 



   

 

LITURGY 
Contact Sandra Jaranowski at 313-883-2862 or jaranowski.sandra@aod.org 

Altar Server: Trained altar server minister on Sundays and Holy Days. Dependable persons (female or male!) who have at least started 
third grade and received first communion can volunteer.  We especially encourage our younger folks to shadow and learn the ropes!  
 
Baptism Assistant: Prepare the materials, greet the families, and assist the presider during the baptism about 10 times a year.   Bap-
tisms typically occur after or sometimes during the 11 AM Mass. This is a joyful ministry; if you think this might be for you, come shadow 
and see what it is all about. 

Sew Baptismal Garments Help welcome a child into the parish by providing the white garment used during the rite of baptism. Sew 
from a very simple pattern with materials provided.  
 
Children’s Liturgy Leader: Adults and Teens lead children in unfolding the scriptures at a level they can understand weekly during 
Mass from October through May.  Leaders are asked for a once or twice a month commitment on a rotating basis. 
 
Lector: Lectors bring the Scriptures to life for all to hear at Mass. Mastery of public speaking and familiarity with Scripture is essential for 
proclaiming the Word of God. Frequency will depend upon the number of volunteers.  
 
Usher: Friendly, helpful minister of hospitality at regular weekend liturgies, concerts, funerals, and large Archdiocesan events. Teams 
rotate weekends; special events have independent choice.  Young people welcome to shadow and learn! 
 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion As active, confirmed teen and adult members of the parish, these ministers offer their 
services at whichever Mass they are attending. Mandatory training provided. 
 
Sacristan: About once a month, prepare the church for Mass, neaten the sacristy and sanctuary after Mass, and properly clean the ves-
sels. Must arrive 25 min. before Mass and stay after. Training provided.  
 
Laundry sacristans: Launder the altar linens (and sometimes albs) on a rotating basis. Each week of your assigned month, get linens 
from the Sacristy, wash, iron, and returned for the next weekend.    
 
Wedding Liturgy Assistant: Co-direct wedding rehearsals and be present at weddings to see that all runs smoothly.  8-10 weddings 
with rehearsals per year. Interested applicants please check the box on the sign-up form. Contact: Chris Jaskowiec 313-883-2868. 

 MUSIC 

Adult Choir Member: Prepare and perform with others for liturgies and other events, usually on Sundays. Singers are re-auditioned 
annually. Must have some choral experience, a healthy voice, a good ear, and some ability to read music.  Prayer, learning, and social 
events also part of the package. Contact: Horst Buchholz 313-883-2861 

The Cathedral Choir Academy of Detroit: Join an after school choral music program offering three levels of instruction, and welcoming 
youth of all faiths, grades 3-12.  Rehearsals take place at the Cathedral on Tuesdays from 4:30-7 PM.  Contact: Susan Lindquist 313-
685-6300. 

 
FUNERAL ASSISTANCE & HOMEBOUND MINISTRY 

Contact Christine Broses at 313-883-2863 or broses.christine@aod.org 

Committal Assistance: Help the presider at the funeral liturgy and accompany the family to the cemetery to lead final prayers of Com-
mittal. Training provided.  

Lead Prayers at Funeral Wake: Lead prayers at the funeral home the evening before a funeral. Training provided.  

Funeral Liturgy Assistance: Sacristans, ushers and altar servers who are available during the days. Training provided. 

Bereavement Letter Writer: Send quarterly notes of encouragement and prayer to grieving families for a period of one year. You will be 

on a rotation list and would receive about 5 addresses a year.  
 
Funeral Luncheons: 
• Callers: If you like to work from home, this is the job for you! Use the established donor list to mobilize the acquisition of  needed 

foods and supplies. Guidelines are provided to assist you in determining how much food is needed. Takes  about an hour. 
• Make/Donate Food: You will be called on a rotating, as needed basis to donate a dessert or other item for lunch.  

• Set up, Serve and/or Clean Up: Warm and cheerful assistance on the day of the luncheon.  

• Luncheon Coordinator: Jumpstart the others and assist with item procurement. Oversee luncheon. 

 
Visiting the Homebound: Call and visit a few members as frequently as is prudent for both parties, taking communion and spending 
time in prayer. Sites include nursing homes. Training provided. 
 
Creating Care Packages for our Homebound: Bake cookies, write letters or cards or come up with new ways to help our homebound 
know they are loved.  



   

 

ADULT FAITH AND ACTION GROUPS 
Knights of Columbus: A fraternal group of Catholic men who support their priests and parishes in faith and charity.  Contact: Main Of-
fice 313-865-6300 

The Knights of Peter Claver Ladies’ Auxiliary: Practicing Catholic women who provide outreach in the community while practicing 
friendship, unity, and Christian charity. To learn more about applying, please check the box on the sign-up form. Contact: Main Office 
313-865-6300 

Altar Society: Pray and serve for the spiritual growth, evangelization, and wellbeing of our parishes, the extended community, and our-
selves.  Contact: Main Office 313-865-6300 

ADMINISTRATION AND HOSPITALITY 
Cathedral Front Desk Volunteer: Friendly and welcoming folks who answer phones, take accurate messages, and provide for needs at 
the door, including answers and direction. Evenings and Saturdays a plus. Contact: Canary Erving 313-883-2860. 

Coffee Hour / Sunday Hospitality: Families or teams of 2 or 3 host a Sunday Coffee Hour: providing, preparing, serving, and clearing 
up a lunch after Mass in Room B.  Contact: Odell Roberts 313-883-2865. 

Tour Docents:  Use provided materials, training, and your own personal style to lead groups through the historic and beautiful Cathedral. 
Weekday availability a plus. Contact: Marian Bart 313-883-2869 

Cathedral Cultural Series Volunteer: Assist on some Sunday afternoons with ushering, coordinate mailings and other PR, lead or as-
sist with fundraising events.  Participate in the larger picture of the Cathedral's divine art focus. Contact: Horst Buchholz 313-883-2861 

Bake for Marriage Workshops or Other Events: We need your culinary skills! We will call when the need arises, approximately 3 times 
a year, based on your availability.  Contact: Chris Jaskowiec 313-883-2868 or Marian Bart 313-883-2869. 

Decorating/Set Up for Marriage Workshops or Other Events: Help decorate/set up for Marriage Workshops held 2 times a year at the 
Cathedral, for faith enrichment on Mondays, etc. Contact: Chris Jaskowiec 313-883-2868 or Marian Bart 313-883-2869. 

Share Your Story/Share Your Gift of Hospitality:  Events are held such as Let’s Make Marry to help couples who have recently re-
ceived the sacrament of matrimony or planning on doing so to develop a peer group. If you have the gift of hospitality, you are qualified 
and welcome to join us for this beautiful ministry. Contact: Chris Jaskowiec 313-883-2868  

Office Help for Wedding Coordinator: We need help recording our marriages, fill out marriage licenses, and other similar duties.  Day 

and times can be worked out with wedding coordinator. Careful typing skills helpful. Contact Chris Jaskowiec 313-883-2868. 

Computer-Based Admin Support:  Can you spin a pivot table in Excel? Proficient in Adobe PhotoShop? Set-up mail merge docu-

ments? SmartSheet knowledge? This opportunity is for you. Help create correspondence and improve work flow in our offices. Contact 
Chris Jaskowiec 313-883-2868. 

Baptism Coordinator: Use templates and systems provided to interact with families requesting infant baptism; schedule and follow up 
with them to gently see them through the process. Can typically work from home on phone internet. Contact: Sandy Jaranowski 313-

883-2862 

MAINTENANCE 
Contact Keith Calleja 313-883-2866 

 
Liturgical Prep: Help prepare the church for the major liturgical seasons. Often requires physical strength. 

Pew Maintenance: Wash pews with Murphy’s Oil Soap. 

Cathedral Clean Up: Deep clean in good company. 

Cathedral Gardens & Grounds: Weed, plant, prune, mulch etc. seasonally.  

Watering Assistant: Water the plants inside and out, as the season requires. 

Sewing Assistant: Occasional help with various decorative items like banners. 
 
Kitchen Patrol: Tidy and wipe down the kitchen area at your convenience during office hours.  List of  recommended tasks provided. 
Contact: Marian Bart 313-883-2869. 

 
 

Don't see your good idea or your special gift listed here?   

Let us know how you do want to help! 


